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he start of the Iraq war was
no surprise. Congress authorized the use of force in 2002.
President George W. Bush had
been making his case to the international community for months.
Several countries had joined the
coalition, and 100,000 U.S. troops
were in Kuwait by mid-February.
Tensions mounted for the next
month, ending with dictator
Saddam Hussein being given 48
hours to leave Iraq – a deadline
which he ignored.
So TV cameras were trained on
Baghdad as bombs started to fall on
March 20. The campaign of “shock
and awe” began the next day, as
the main assault was launched
by the Navy and stealth fighters
and ground forces advanced into
southern Iraq. U.S. troops moved
quickly and entered Baghdad on
April 5. Four days later, Saddam
Hussein’s statue and regime both
fell as U.S. troops took the city’s
center. On May 1, Bush declared
“major combat operations in Iraq
have ended.”
It wasn’t quite that easy, however. In the wake of a power vacuum,
law and order broke down. Saddam and many key government
officials had not been captured,
and party loyalists kept fighting

U.S. troops. Shiites angry over
brutal crackdowns by Saddam saw
an opportunity to get revenge and
took it. And the country, which
had never fully recovered from the
Iran-Iraq war and the consequences
of its 1990 invasion of Kuwait,
suddenly had even worse trouble
getting utilities and supplies than it
had before. Some Iraqis said their
lives were no better with the U.S.
presence than they were under Saddam. Radical Iraqi factions angered
by the occupation began attacking
U.S. troops. Seeing an opportunity,
insurgents from other countries
began bombing campaigns in Iraq.
It soon became clear that combat
was not over.
The unrest did not dissuade the
coalition from beginning work
on a democratic government. To
help that end, troops focused on
hunting down escaped members
of the ousted regime. Hopes rose
in July when Saddam’s sons, Uday
and Qusay, were killed by U.S.
troops in Mosul. Many Iraqis
celebrated, but bloodshed soon
returned. In August, Sergio Vieira
de Mello, the U.N. envoy to Iraq,
was killed when U.N. headquarters in Baghdad were bombed.
Two months later, a coordinated
string of bombings in Baghdad

targeted Red Cross headquarters
and Iraqi police stations.
The complex attacks made it
clear the insurgents’ abilities were
becoming more sophisticated.
Worse, November was the deadliest month for coalition troops –
almost 100 were killed. It was time
to back away from declarations of
“mission accomplished” and refocus on stabilizing Iraq. Congress
passed an $87 billion emergency
bill to commit more aid to Iraq and
military spending to the war. The
Army instituted a stop-loss policy
to prevent soldiers from leaving the
military at a time when troops were
desperately needed to continue the
fight. The United States was in for
the long haul.
But just when it seemed the year
would end mired in bad news,
the most dramatic moment in the
war came. On December 14, U.S.
troops found Saddam hiding in a
hole in the ground on a farm south
of Tikrit. The former dictator
gave himself up without a fight.
Iraqis celebrated in the streets as
Iraq’s coalition-appointed governing council announced Saddam
would be put on trial for atrocities
committed during his regime. The
year ended with the war’s biggest
victory so far.
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above: Marine seven-ton trucks line an a road during a security
halt in southern Iraq on March 22, 2003. The truck, loaded with
infantry Marines, have been convoying through Iraqi desert trails
for the past couple days, leaving Marines frustrated at little else
to see than empty desert. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
Right: Marines from Golf, Company, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Ma-

rines line a bridge embankment along a main supply route on the
way to Baghdad in Iraq, March 2003.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite top left: Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Douglas Angulo Sr. grabs a nap in the back of Humvee in southern Iraq on
March 22, 2003. Marines on the tail end of the infantry assault
have seen little else than long convoys and empty deserts.
Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite top right: Marine assault men gather their gear to
head back to trucks after manning a security perimeter along a
main supply route on the way to Baghdad in Iraq, March 2003.
Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes.

opposite bottom: In the first few hours after crossing the bor-

der, the only Iraqis encountered by many U.S. forces were local
herders, March 21, 2003. Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes

PRevious: Marines line up behind a road barrier as they secure a
key bridge along a main supply route during the march to Baghdad, Iraq, March 2003. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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above: A Marine with Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines aims in behind his rifle during a security halt along a main
supply route to Baghdad in Iraq, March 2003. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
top left: Amid a gusting sandstorm, Marines fire 60mm mortars north of An Nasiriyah, Iraq, March 2003.
Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

bottom left: Open space is dead space. Marines rush for cover during a raid at Al Fahr, Iraq, March 2003.
Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite left: Marines walk among the runs of the Special Republican Guard Headquarters buildings in Baghdad. Golf Com-

pany, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines entered the compound on April 9, 2003 leading the push into Baghdad for their battalion.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite right: Every wall is shelter and a possible ambush site. A Marine peers through a crack in a door frame to ensure

Ba'ath Party irregulars aren't trying outflank the Marines on March 29, 2003.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

previous: A Marine mans a M-240G machine gun on the outskirts of Baghdad, Iraq on April 8, 2003, as smoke from a burning
building billows by. The Marines entered the city witness to the destruction by air power. Tanks, armored vehicles and artillery
were destroyed all along the routes into the city. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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left: Marine Capt. Ted Handler keeps

a tight grip on "Pierre," the company
pigeon for Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines, March 17, 2003.
Marine units across Kuwait are getting the pigeons as another detection
method for chemical and biological
warfare. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

far left: Sgt. Jerome Patterson,

an Army reservist with the 912th
Postal Company, unloads several
packages from a truck that arrived
minutes earlier at the front door of
the facility at Baghdad International
Airport that processes the mail for
the 1st Armored Division on June 29,
2003. Kent Harris/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Spc. Sean Raby of
the 1st Battalion, 152nd Infantry, arm
wrestles an Iraqi man from the village
of al-Jawdia on the hood of a humvee as members of the 161st Area
Support Medical Battalion provided
medical support to villagers in the
nearby clinic. Raby lost the match, but
chalked it up to improper technique
on the Iraqi's part. Jason Chudy/
Stars and Stripes

opposite middle: Sgt. 1st Class
Ruben Stoeltje, 38, a bomb disposal technician from Victoria, Texas,
pumps iron Tuesday at Camp Victory
in Baghdad, Iraq on November 18,
2003. Stoeltje is with the 79th Ordnance Battalion. Kendra Helmer/
Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom: Master Sgt.

Daniel Wear, Staff Sgt. Chip Davidson, and Staff Sgt. Brian Curtis, left to
right, hoist a strand of concertina wire
to help secure a living area. Security
Forces airmen are working hard to
secure the eight-square-mile air base
at Kirkuk on May 5, 2003.

Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
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above: A small sample of the
intelligence cache snipers from 2nd
Battalion, 23rd Marines recovered
lays out in a display, March 24, 2003.
The intelligence find showed Marines
that the southern Iraqi forces, though
to be poorly supplied, were much
better organized than previously
thought. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
top left: Marine Sgt. Christopher

Merkle (left) and Jose Rodriguez
ducked doctors, hitched rides, begged
for gear and even thought about
stealing a humvee to return from a
shock trauma center in Iraq to their
unit after sustaining injuries in a truck
accident, April 2003. Mark Oliva/

Stars and Stripes

bottom left: Iraqi civilians near As

Samawah keep their hands in the air
as American forces inspect their vehicles at a military checkpoint, March
24, 2003. Joseph Giordono/

Stars and Stripes

far left: An Iraqi Major (right) and

private (left) sit flex-cuffed waiting
for transport for interrogation along a
highway south of An-Nasariyah, a city
in southern Iraq, March 23, 2003. The
major claimed to be a chemist with
the Iraqi 11th Infantry Division, which
capitulated at the beginning of the war,
but Marines still battled with irregulars
loyal to Saddam Hussein within the
city. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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above: Iraqi civilians flash thumbs-up
signs at American military forces manning a checkpoint near As Samawah,
March 24, 2003. Joseph Giordono/
Stars and Stripes

left: Marine 1st Sgt. Horst Jejjoni

speaks with a local Iraqi villager near
Al Fahr, Iraq, April 1, 2003. Jejjoni,
an Arabic speaker, used his language
skills to ease the fears of Iraqis and
Marines alike during the campaign in
Iraq. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Spc. Roger Young has
decorated his cardboard room at Camp
Marlboro with an American flag and
pictures of his wife and daughter, May
2003. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom: Army and Air Force

Exchange Service's Sandra Conger,
right, adds up Tech. Sgt. Deborah La
Grand Quintana's bill at the temporary
base exchange on Kirkuk airfield, Iraq,
May 30, 2003. It opened for the first
time Thursday night. A permanent
exchange is scheduled to open June 15,
until then the exchange "rodeo circut"
will be open at the base Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays. The volunteer
bagger at right is Sgt. Rodolfo Rodriguez of the 173rd Airborne Brigade.

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

opposite right: Airman Justin

Thibault of the 506th Expeditionary
Services Squadron barbecues chicken for the belated Memorial Day
picnic at Kirkuk airfield, Iraq, May
30, 2003. 4000 servings of chicken,
potatoes, vegetables and fruit salad
were prepared for the day's feast.

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes
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right: Maj. Robert Gowan, public

affairs officer with the 173rd Airborne
Brigade, shows the media the 999
bars of gold on the bed of a truck that
was stopped by soldiers of the 173rd at
a checkpoint on the outskirts of Kirkuk,
Iraq, on Sunday, May 26, 2003.

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

far right: Marines from Golf Com-

pany, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines
cross a pontoon bridge into Baghdad, April 8, 2003. The routes along
Baghdad showed the destructive
air strike did most of the damage to
Iraqi forces defending the city.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

below: A Marine light armored vehicle
crew guards the flank during a convoy
north of An Nasiriyah, Iraq, March
2003. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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left: Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Hadley,

guarding a gas station in Baghdad,
Iraq, May 26, 2003, has found a new
use for the bayonette on his weapon:
He punches holes in plastic jerry
cans used by black marketers.

Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

far left: Spc. Bennett Scrivens of

2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, stands inside a burned-out bank
where U.S. troops were providing
security while oil-company workers
were paid this week, May 5, 2003. At
right is bank cashier Benjamin Younan. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

below: Seen through the hatch of
a Bradley Fighting Vehicle, a family
greets soldiers from the 1st Armored
Division on their first daytime patrol
through a Baghdad area inhabited by
squatters, May 28, 2003.
Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
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above: Sgt. Christy Fillmore hands a young Iraqi baby a cookie
wafer snack as the child's mother smiles. Fillmore and the other
members of the five-member 161st Area Support Medical Battalion team passed out sweets to all of the children who came
to the clinic in the village of al-Jawdia, Iraq.
Jason Chudy/Stars and Stripes

right: Capt. Matthew Babcock and Pvt. Serenity Sells of the

561st Medical Company in Vilseck, Germany, remove an Iraqi
boy's rotten tooth on Sunday, May 25, 2003.

Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

Opposite: 1st Lt. Chris Kenny, of Company B, 2nd Battalion,

2nd Infantry Regiment, from Vilseck, Germany, shares a meal
with Kurdish security officer Jeter Asatt, May 2003. Asatt was
guarding a palace in southwest Kirkuk, which Kenny's company
is responsible for patrolling. The meal included Kurdish dolmas
(savory grape leaves stuffed with rice), cabbage, rice, soup,
bread and hot tea. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
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right: Tech. Sgt. Joseph Cyr of

Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany,
cleans his weapon during a break at
the U.S. air base in Kirkuk, Iraq, May 5,
2003. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: 1st Infantry Division
soldiers and Air Force loadmasters
strap a 70-ton M1A1 Abrams tank
to the belly of a C-17 Loadmaster
Monday afternoon, April 8, 2003.
The tank and crew is part of 1st ID
task force deploying into northern
Iraq. Jon R. Anderson/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom left: Aviation

ordnancemen load a precision-guided
bomb on an F/A-18 Hornet on Thursday, March 20, 2003 on the USS
Kitty Hawk. Carrier Air Wing 5 flew
35 daytime sorties and 56 nighttime
sorties, 42 of which were strike sorties on Iraq. The air wing dropped 37
bombs Thursday. Kendra Helmer/

Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom right: An F-14A

Tomcat prepares to take off from
the USS Kitty Hawk on Wednesday
afternoon, April 2, 2003. At about
1:50 a.m. Wednesday, a Tomcat from
Carrier Air Wing 5, embarked on the
aircraft carrier, crashed in Iraq. The
two pilots, part of a beach detachment from the air wing, safely ejected
and were picked up by a helicopter
search-and-rescue team.

Kendra Helmer/Stars and Stripes
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above: Ramstein's southside gym has been turned into a 110-bed
hospital for the walking wounded injured in the war against Iraq,
March 24, 2003. An Air Force Reserve squadron from the United
States will run the hospital. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
right: Sgt. Kerry Boese and wife Sheila share a tender mo-

ment as son Samuel, 22 months, just seems happy to have dad
home. Boese and other members of the 159th Medical Company, 421st Medical Evacuation Battalion returned to Wiesbaden,
Germany from Operation Iraqi Freedom on Wednesday, May
14, 2003. Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

opposite: Sgt. 1st Class Jose Mateo, left, and Spc. Ramiro May-

orga, right, clasp hands with Spc. Jason Recio, July 15, 2003. The
Florida National Guard soldiers were injured July 5 in an attack
in Ar Ramadi, Iraq. They are recovering at Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center in Germany. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

below: Former POW Army Spc. Shoshana Johnson is welcomed to Ramstein Air Base, Germany by Brig. Gen. Erv Lessel,
Commander, 86th Airlift Wing, as she is carried off a C-141
cargo plane out of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio,
Wednesday night, April 16, 2003. A total of seven former
POWs who were rescued last Sunday in Iraq were taken to the
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in nearby Landstuhl for
medical treatment. Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes
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LEft: Capt. Scott Ulmer pats the

midriff of his wife, Capt. Tonya Ulmer,
shortly after he alighted from his
F-16CJ fighter at Misawa Air Base, Japan, Thursday, April 24, 2003. Ulmer
and five other 14th Fighter Squadron
pilots returned to Japan from a stint
of duty in Southwest Asia where they
flew Operation Iraqi Freedom sorties
over Iraq. The Ulmers are expecting a
daughter in about a month.

Wayne Specht/Stars and Stripes

Opposite top: Medics wheel an
injured soldier, just unloaded from a
Black Hawk medivac helicopter, into
the 212th MASH during a sandstorm
earlier this week, Central Iraq, April 6,
2003. Steve Liewer/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom: Spc. Stacy Miller

of the Illesheim-based 2nd Squadron,
6th Cavalry Regiment grabs a few
winks as the convoy of 11th Aviation
Regiment units stops along Highway
1, near An Nasiriyah in southern Iraq.
There were few opportunities for
soldiers to sleep during the three-day
trip from Camp Udairi, Kuwait, to 11th
Aviation's new base in central Iraq,
so they slept where and when they
could. PHOTOG NEEDED

Opposite right: Staff Sgt. Donte

Hubbard tries to straighten out a plastic water pipe after a Bradley Fighting
Vehicle crushed its ceramic covering,
Baghdad, Iraq, May 28, 2003.

Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
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above: Fifteen sets of helmets, rifles
dog tags and boots were placed in
front of a U.S. and Army flag as a
memorial to the 15 soldiers killed in
the shoot down of a Chinook helicopter Sunday. Hundreds of soldiers and
civilians attended the memorial service Thursday night at the Rifle Base
stadium on al-Asad Air Base, Iraq.
Jason Chudy/Stars and Stripes

right: A 101st Airborne Division

soldier cries at a memorial service for
Sgt. Ariel Rico on Tuesday at Camp
Eagle in Mosul, Iraq, December 2,
2003. Rico died Friday when mortars
hit the camp, the headquarters for
the Fort Campbell, Ky.-based division.
Rico was a gunner with Battery C, 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 320th Field
Artillery Regiment. Kendra Helmer/

Stars and Stripes

opposite: Sailors salute during a

memorial service for a former Carrier
Air Wing 5 member Thursday on the
USS Kitty Hawk, April 10, 2003.

Kendra Helmer/Stars and Stripes
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Saddam ‘caught like a rat’
in a hole by U.S. forces
Page 3

opposite top: Marines of Golf Company, 2nd Bat-

talion, 23rd Marines, run through a Special Republican Guard headquarters in Baghdad, Iraq, April 9,
2003. The Marines assaulted the compound, only
to find that enemy forces fled.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom left: Marine Maj. Ian Stone

Composite

The hole in which
American forces
found former Iraqi
leader Saddam
Hussein near his
hometown of Tikrit
is seen in this image
from video Sunday.

Capture
delights many,
not all, Iraqis
Page 5

shows that even in combat, there is time for a
lighthearted moment, March 2003.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom right: A Marine from 2nd

AP photos

Troops buoyed,
still focused
on mission
Page 4

Bush: Capture
won’t end
Iraq violence
Page 6

Battalion, 23rd Marines watches for enemy movement from the cab of a seven-ton truck while
convoying north through southern Iraq, March 25,
2003. Marines are meeting pockets of guerilla and
irregular forces holed up in the small towns and
villages along major highways as they continue
their march toward Baghdad.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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Alit ipid moluptis est, sunt ab ius
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ex exped quissitio.exped quissitio.
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consequid et liquis magnim cuptate cumquiatibus apel molenim.
~ By John Doe
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left: 1st Sgt. Brent Jurgersen plants a

little American flag beneath a memorial to seven 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
Regiment soldiers and one civilian
killed this year from Forward Operating Base MacKenzie, Iraq, the squadron's headquarters base northeast of
Samarra, November 9, 2004. The memorial was erected Tuesday in front
of the base's new chow hall, which
opened in time for a noon visit by 1st
Infantry Division commander Maj.
Gen. John Batiste. The new wooden
chow hall replaces two tents, which
burned to the ground about six weeks
ago. Steve Liewer/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: A young Iraqi soldier,
his face a mask of pain, rides away
from the aid station at Forward Operating Base MacKenzie in the back of
an 203rd Iraqi National Guard Brigade
truck with the bagged body of one
of his comrades, November 9, 2004.
The ING soldier died in an attack on
a joint Iraqi-American patrol that
also injured four U.S. soldiers. Capt.
Nathan Springer, a personnel officer
from the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
Regiment, said none of the Americans' wounds were life-threatening.
Steve Liewer/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom: Command Sgt.

Maj. Wayne Sanders of the 1st Infantry Division's Task Force 1-7 inspects
the burning wreckage of a truck
attacked by a suicide car bomber in
Bayji, Iraq, November 30, 2004. The
attack killed four Iraqis and injured 21
people, including three U.S. troops.

Steve Liewer/Stars and Stripes

previous: A soldier salutes Sgt. Robert
E. Colvill, Spc. Collier E. Barcus, Spc. Joseph M. Garmback Jr., Spc. William R.
Emanuel IV and Spc. Sonny G. Sampler
following a memorial ceremony for the
soldiers in Schweinfurt, Germany, on
July 14, 2004. The five soldiers, all with
the 1st Infantry Division's 1st Battalion,
26th Infantry Regiment, were killed in
Samarra, Iraq, on July 8.
Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes
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right: Soldiers of the 1st Armored

Division watch supporters of antiAmerican Shiite cleric Muqtada alSadr protest in Baghdad, Sunday. They
were protesting the purported arrest
of an al-Sadr aide, the closing of the
pro-al-Sadr Hawza newspaper, and
the alleged death of two supporters in
Baghdad during a protest on Saturday,
April 4, 2004. Another protest in front
of the gate of the coalition's Green
Zone kept it closed most of the day.
On Friday, al-Sadr urged followers to
strike back at officials and appointees
of the U.S.-led occupation.

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Soldiers with the
302nd Transportation Company
practice dismounted convoy defense
before a live-fire training exercise at
Logistics Support Area Anaconda,
Iraq, October 20, 2004. The training is
designed to prepare them for convoy
duty. Juliana Gittler/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom left: On a patrol,

California National Guardsmen doing
civil military operations, are delayed by
a herd of sheep, donkeys and heaven
only knows what other animals on a
dirt road in the middle of nowhere,
near Camp Scania, September
2004. Juliana Gittler/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom right: Seventy

tons of Iraqi ordnance explode into a
ball of fire on January 17, 2004.

Jim Schulz/Stars and Stripes
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above: An Iraqi boy gives freshly
baked flatbread to Spc. Acisclo Melendez of Company A, 1st Battalion,
69th Infantry, December 30, 2004.
Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes

left: Sgt. Marina Kulesz of the
369th Transportation Company, an
Army reserve unit from Wichita,
Kan., offers a bag of cookies to a
young Iraq boy while the convoy
was stopped, December 8, 2004.
The unit sees the boy nearly every
day and has become friends with
him. Ron Jensen/Stars and Stripes
opposite: Children gather around

Sgt. 1st Class Michael Ward, a "Bulldawgs" platoon sergeant from Wilmington, Del., after Ward and fellow
soldiers from the 1st Squadron, 4th
Cavalry, out of Schweinfurt, Germany,
cleared Alternate Supply Route Group
in Iraq. Lisa Burgess/Stars and Stripes

43

above: A young Iraqi child sleeps while Spc. Jesse LeBlanc of the Black Sheep

searches for weapons in a house near Taji, Iraq, December 28, 2004

Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes

top: A group of 2nd Infantry Division soldiers from Company B, 5th Battalion,

20th Infantry Regiment, prepares to raid a house in Gab Adr, Iraq, on Sunday. Seth Robson/Stars and Stripes

Right: Pfc. James Watson of Company B, 5th Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment

keeps a lookout while a woman moves from a room about to be raided by 2nd Infantry Division soldiers in Gab Adr, Iraq. Seth Robson/Stars and Stripes

Opposite: 2nd Infantry Division's Sgt. John Young of Company B, 5th Battalion,

20th Infantry Regiment cuffs a suspected Saddam Hussein loyalist in Gab Adr,
Iraq, on Sunday. Seth Robson/Stars and Stripes
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top: Petty Officer 3rd Class Randall

Patterson, a U.S. Coast Guard reservist
with Port Security Unit 307, watches
over the Kuwaiti port of Ash Shuaiba
during a patrol in June of 2004. The
unit, based out of St. Petersburg, Fla.,
deployed to Kuwait for one year to provide harbor security, June 7, 2004.

Fred Zimmerman/Stars and Stripes

bottom: Army Black Hawks wait

to ferry people and supplies around
at Balad Air Base north of Baghdad,
October 2004. Juliana Gittler/
Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Soldiers keep watch
over Iraqi traffic stuck behind their
stalled convoy on a freeway north of
Baghdad earlier this month.
Seth Robson/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom: {CAPTION

NEEDED}

{photog NEEDED}/Stars and

Stripes

opposite right: Soldiers with the

1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment
Stryker Brigade Combat Team from
Fort Lewis, Wash. conduct a cordon and knock patrol in Mosul with
members of the Iraqi National Guard,
October 2004. Juliana Gittler/

Stars and Stripes
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above: Sgt. John Neal of the 82nd Engineer Battalion is dipped beneath the
surface of the water at the outdoor swimming pool at Logistical Support Area
Anaconda, Iraq, during a baptism service Friday, November 12, 2004. The chaplain is Chaplain (1st Lt.) Dan Langston. Eight soldiers were baptized in the short
ceremony. Ron Jensen/Stars and Stripes
top: Capt. Diane Stroble, left, 1st Lt. Bethany Brown, center, and Airman 1st Class

Pamela Bigham were part of the Reindeer Band that performed Saturday, December 4, 2004 at the tree-lighting ceremony at Balad Air Base, Iraq. A tree was made
from lumber by Air Force volunteers following a design by Albert Pellot of DynCorp.
It was decorated with 4,800 lights. Unfortunately, a mortar attack sent more than
200 people scattering just before the arrival of Santa Claus. Santa arrived after the
All Clear was sounded following the mortar attack. Ron Jensen/Stars and Stripes

right: Pvt. Charles "Doc" Warren shows his winning form that was good enough

to keep the 22-year-old soldier playing for four straight games on Wednesday,
April 28, 2004. Warren says he's only been playing about week. Another soldier,
unnamed, stands by and watches. Terry Boyd/Stars and Stripes
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above: Spc. Bryan McGoon, 25, an
armament avionics electrician from
Troop F of the 1st Armored Division's
1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment,
makes adjustments to the mastmounted television sensor atop one
of the unit's OH-58 Kiowa Warriors,
November 11, 2004. Steve Liewer/
Stars and Stripes

top: Petty Officer 3rd Class Travis

Brown, , 23, of Culver, Ore., a member
of the Navy's 3rd Mobile Construction Battalion installs roof panels on a
hut at Camp Ramadi, Iraq, on Thursday, September 1, 2004. Seth Robson/

Stars and Stripes

bottom: These soldiers near the front

of the lunch line at Camp New York's
main dining facility Tuesday, February
18, 2004, had been waiting for more
than an hour. The lines at restaurants,
chow halls, the phone bank and the PX
have swelled the past two weeks as 1st
Infantry Division troops from Germany
as well as Marines have streamed
into the camp. Nearly 250,000 troops
moved in and out of Kuwait during
"the surge," the term Army officials
have given to the massive troop
movement between Operations Iraqi
Freedom I and II. But Army officials
say better planning will alleviate many
of the problems during the surge.

Steve Liewer/Stars and Stripes
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above: Jeffry Brinkley, the U.S.
Embassy’s health attaché, waves
goodbye to convoy escort leader 1st
Lt. Waylon Gross before entering the
Iraqi Ministry of Health in Baghdad.
Lisa Burgess/Stars and Stripes

left: Sgt. 1st Class Ervey Leos, left,

and Sgt. Raid Grullon, both of the 1st
Cavalry Division, keep watch on the
streets of Sadr City, Baghdad, from the
top of an M1A1 Abrams tank, April 7,
2004. Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

opposite: A soldier looks down a

Najaf street through a thick web of
electrical wires, August 2004. The
wires are a threat to Humvee gunners,
as is rebar sticking out from damaged
buildings or those which had been
under construction before the fighting
started. Rebar has also lodged in the
tracks of tanks and Bradleys during
the fight. Jason Chudy/Stars and Stripes

below: An Iraqi shopkeeper joins
with a 3rd platoon soldier in spray
painting over anti-American graffiti on
a wall next to the man's small shop,
December 27, 2004. The soldiers
say they are fighting a psychological
war against anti-U.S. or anti-interim
government graffiti. Jason Chudy/
Stars and Stripes
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~ By John Doe
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above: Pfc. Matthew Thacker, of 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry, keeps watch as an Iraqi man peers
from an apartment window, January 18, 2005. Soldiers have been handing out election information in areas throughout Ramadi all week. Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes
right: Jan 30 2005 An Iraqi woman casts one of the first ballots in Ramadi, where security

concerns and political infighting kept voter turnout lower than in other parts of Iraq on Sunday,
January 30, 2005. Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Pfc. John Garcia, right, of the 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, and a member
of the Iraqi security forces take cover during an exchange of fire after a roadside bomb destroyed a
Humvee near a polling station in Ramadi, Iraq, January 30, 2005. Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom: Sgt. LaTasha Boyd, of the 2nd Forward Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 2nd

Infantry Division, does a security check on the first female voters at one of the polling stations
in Ramadi, January 30, 2005. Security concerns in the city were expected to keep voter turnout
markedly lower than in other parts of the country. Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes

previous: A soldier from Company A, 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, talks with an Iraqi National Guard counterpart while fortifying an election polling place in
Ramadi, January 29, 2005. Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes
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Boston basking
in sports teams’
greatness

Puppets the
new stars of
Broadway, film

Back page

Page 18
Paul Mesner and puppet

Volume 2, No.294

© SS 2005

MIDEAST EDITION

MONDAY, JANUARY 31, 2005

Page 12

Leaks an issue as
Michael Jackson
trial set to begin
Page 13
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Millions vote despite unrest
■ 44 dead in attacks on Iraqi polls
■ Bush calls election a success

Below: Spc.
Michael Johnson
talks to an Iraqi
boy as soldiers
from Company
A, 2nd Battalion,
14th Infantry
Regiment, patrol
a Baghdad
neighborhood
during the
elections. The
photo was taken
through the
cracked
windshield of
Johnson’s
Humvee,
damaged that
morning when a
mortar landed
nearby.

JOSEPH
GIORDONO
Stars and Stripes

Above: An
Iraqi woman
casts one of
the first
ballots
Sunday in
Ramadi,
where
security
concerns
and political
infighting
kept voter
turnout lower
than in other
parts of Iraq.

JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

(BRITAIN) DAILY MIRROR/AP

Composite

After driving was prohibited, thousands of Iraqis walk to Al Alamara to vote. Election
Day violence included some deadly suicide bombings and mortar strikes by insurgents.

■ Some Sunnis stay away
■ Turnout varies across nation
Pages 3-6, 8
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top: First Lt. Baudelio Arias, 30, from

Santa Monica, Calif., hands out candy
to Iraqi children Monday, January 24,
2005 in Ramadi, Iraq. Joseph Giordono/

Stars and Stripes

bottom: 1st Lt. Jason Stanley, 26,

the fire support officer with Company C, 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry
Regiment, lets Iraqi children look
through the scope of his M-4 Cabine
rifle as soldiers patrolled the Yarmook neighborhood of Mosul on
Wednesday, May 25, 2005.

Sandra Jontz/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Whenever they are on
the road, Spc. Ben Davis and Staff Sgt.
Jerry Bench try to get some physical
training in any way they can. On this
trip to Iraqi Border Police outposts on
the Iraq-Iran border, they managed to
squeeze in a friendly game of volleyball with Iraqi border police, May 12,
2005. Kevin Dougherty/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom: With the sun

blazing, Spc. Trevor Fallows, of the
145th Support Battalion, finds a little
shade in the trunk of a Humvee in
Dibis, Iraq, May 22, 2005.

Kevin Dougherty/Stars and Stripes

opposite right: Soldiers with 1st

Platoon, Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 17th
Field Artillery Regiment play touch
football while sitting on call for quick
reaction force at the Zafaraniyah
Government Center in east Baghdad
recently. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes
57

222nd Field Artillery Regiment of the Utah National Guard, practices
the fundamentals of close quarters marksmanship before heading to
the live fire exercise at Udairi Range, Kuwait, July 2, 2005. Members
of the unit are at the range to sharpen their skills in marksmanship,
operating road blocks and traveling in convoys before heading to
Iraq in the coming weeks. Allison Perkins/Stars and Stripes
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opposite top: Spc. Erik Foisy, right, of the 2nd battalion of the

ce chief
Bush nominates Negroponte to be national intelligen

Page 8

opposite bottom left: They are the envy of their unit, the 3rd

Battalion, 133rd Field Artillery. Texas National Guardsmen Spc.
Louis Otten (left) and Spc. Carlos Mayorga get some water time in
aboard a 28-foot speedboat, May 31, 2005. The boat is one of four
the Army plans to use to patrol the Tigris River in Tikrit, Iraq.

Reserve faces long
wait to replace gear
left in war zone

Kevin Dougherty/Stars and Stripes
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opposite bottom right: An Iraqi, left, and a U.S. officer help

two Iraqi soldiers with their marksmanship. The drill, conducted
at Camp Independence on Wednesday morning, June 1, 2005,
teaches soldiers how to hit their targets while moving. The U.S.
Army often looks to Iraqi officers and even platoon leaders to help
teach the soldiers, who often have only a primary education and no
formal military experience. Teri Weaver/Stars and Stripes
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Rebuilding an army
U.S. forces tasked with training Iraqi troops report
progress, but no definite end in sight

following left: Spec. James Barnes, a lab technician, weighs and
records a bag of platelets collected Saturday, April 16, 2005 at the
86th Combat Support Hospital collection center in Baghdad, the
only platelet collection center in Iraq. Sandra Jontz/Stars and Stripes

Page 4

following top left: Karen Harris answers the ever-ringing phone
at "Catfish Air" Task Force Warfighter Space-A operations at
Logistics Support Area Anaconda in Iraq, working to get passengers manifested on space available flights, April 20, 2005. "That
is definitely the hot seat," she said of the phone that never stops
ringing. Well, actually, it doesn't ring. An incoming call is noted by a
computerized voice asking "Are you there?"
Sandra Jontz/Stars and Stripes

following top right: Sgt. Rene Ortiz, right, of the 426th Civil
Affairs Battalion shakes hands with a local official in Bichigan, Iraq,
after inspecting the filtration system, background, of a water system to be used by the small village, April 4, 2005.
Charlie Coon/Stars and Stripes

Wong, left, stand over their son, Sgt. Chang Wong of the 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, while the recovering soldier
receives a special grant of American citizenship Monday, June
14, 2005 at a university hospital in Regensburg, Germany. Wong
was sent to the hospital because its staff includes the foremost
authorities in a new "external lung" that kept him alive after being
wounded by a roadside bomb in Iraq. American physicians are not
yet allowed to use the device. Col. Mike Davis, right, a former commander of Wong's unit, looks on during the ceremony.

Ben Murray/Stars and Stripes
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Saddam Hussein scuffles with guards,
argues with the judge and pleads innocent
Page 3

opposite top: An Iraqi National Guard soldier tears up
anti-American leaflets found at a mosque during a joint
patrol of Iraqi and U.S. forces Thursday, January 2005,
near Ramadi, Iraq. Iraq Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom: A truckload of detainees is delivered

to a holding point in Buhriz, Iraq, during Operation Rock
Hammer, March 8, 2005. The operation, conducted by
soldiers from 1st Battalion, 10th Infantry Regiment, 42nd
Infantry Division was to search for weapons, explosives
and insurgents in the largely Sunni city near Baqouba.

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

opposite right: 2nd Lt. Jeff Goulet of 1st Battalion, 15th

Infantry Regiment, holds an old poster of Saddam Husseim that was found in a chicken coop during the Sunday,
March 27, 2005 raid in East Tikrit, Iraq.

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

previous top left: A piece of electronic equipment
was among the many possible bomb-making materials
found in the sidecar of a motorcycle confiscated Sunday
along Major Service Road Mobile a few miles outside of
Fallujah, Iraq, April 24, 2005. Marines from 3rd Battalion,
8th Marine Regiment also detained the driver.
Sandra Jontz/Stars and Stripes

previous top right: Gunnery Sgt. Jeff Dagenhart, leader

of 2nd Platoon, Weapons Company, of the 3rd Battalion,
8th Marine Regiment, rode a motorcycle seized from a
suspected insurgent back to his home base, April 24,
2005. The gray motorcycle tested positive for gunshot
residue, and Marines found suspected bomb-making
materials in the sidecar. Sandra Jontz/Stars and Stripes

previous bottom: American and Iraqi soldiers wait for
Composite

Iraqi forces to pick up three men suspected of building
improvised bombs, February 6, 2005.

Terry Boyd/Stars and Stripes
Saddam Hussein speaks as his trial
begins Wednesday in a heavily fortified
AP photos
courthouse in Baghdad’s Green Zone.
and torture. He also argued with
the judges, challenging the legitima
Saddam pleaded innocent to charges
cy of the court and insisting he is
including premeditated murder
vests. During a break in the proceed
still president of Iraq. Top right:
ings, he scuffled with the guards
Saddam is led into court by guards
as they grabbed his arms to escort
in bulletproof
him from the courtroom. A brief shoving
and shouting match ensued.

previous right: A sniper from Company D, 1st Battalion,

503rd Infantry takes aim from behind a pile of rubble
during a gun battle in Ramadi, January 24, 2005.

Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes
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top: Chief Warrant Officer-3 Sezan-

dra Y. Pinckney of Company B, 603rd
Aviation Support Battalion, Aviation
Brigade gets a kiss from her husband,
Sgt. Maj. Allen Pinckney Sr., 40, the
3rd Infantry Division's operations
sergeant major, following her recent
promotion during a ceremony at
Camp Taji, Iraq, April 3, 2005.

Vince Little/Stars and Stripes

bottom: In the largest re-enlistment

ceremony ever held in Iraq, 177 soldiers from the 3rd Infantry Division's
Aviation Brigade at Camp Taji, Iraq,
pledged a fresh commitment to the
Army last Sunday, April 3, 2005. The
group signed up for an additional 990
years of combined service.

Vince Little/Stars and Stripes

far right: Soldiers with 3rd Pla-

toon, Company A, 1st Battalion, 24th
Infantry Regiment, kneel in prayer
Wednesday morning, May 25, 2005
before heading out on a combat mission. Sandra Jontz/Stars and Stripes
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~ By John Doe
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top: Soldiers from the 1st Battalion of the 37th Armor Regiment, 1st Brigade, 1st

Armored Division patrol the streets of Sinjar in northwestern Iraq recently.

Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes

bottom left: Maj. John Stark, 37, of Mount Summit, Ind., the operations officer
for 1st or “Bandits” Battalion of the 37th Armor Regiment, emerges from a cloud
of green smoke used as concealment from snipers in Ramadi, Iraq.
Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes

bottom right: Sgt. Scott Wood tears of a freshly posted tract from al
Qaida in Iraq, just days after U.S. Marines swept through the city to clear
out insurgents. Andrew Tilghman/Stars and Stripes
opposite: Sgt. Robin Johnson from Scout Platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion,

26th Infantry Regiment, hauls out belts of 7.62-mm machine-gun rounds from a
house in northern Ahdamiyah on Wednesday, November 2, 2006 after soldiers
heard gunfire in the area and entered a compound to investigate. Soldiers found
thousands of rounds of automatic weapons ammunition in the house, plus various machine guns, two dozen sets of body armor and rifle flares.

Ben Murray/Stars and Stripes

previous: Radio operator Spc. Wes Ducheney, 22, from Columbia, S.C., left, and
Capt. Buddy Ferris, commander of Company C, 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, coordinate a search for gunmen who attacked a patrol of U.S.
soldiers October 19, 2006 in Samarra. The two were part of a response team that
moved out to assist a squad after gunmen opened fire on them in the city, and a
car charged the convoy of Humvees. Soldiers returned fire, disabling the car and
wounding one man, but the insurgents escaped. Ben Murray/Stars and Stripes
following left: Soldiers of the 1st Armored Division's 1st Brigade Combat

Team salute during the playing of the national anthem at their deployment ceremony at Ray Barracks in Friedberg on Thursday, January 5, 2006. The 1st BCT is
heading to Iraq for their second Operation Iraqi Freedom tour.

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

following top: Spc. Matthew Clark, 23, kisses his wife, Sandra Rossa, 21, moments before boarding a bus Monday, September 18, 2006. Soon after, Clark and
more than 200 other members of his unit, the 596th Maintenance Company, left
on the first leg of their journey to Iraq for a yearlong tour. Clark and Rossa married two months ago, and expect their first child in March 2007. Rossa said she
was thinking the same thing everyone else was thinking as the troops loaded on
buses: "I hope they all come back," she said. Matt Millham/Stars and Stripes
following bottom left: Natalie Hepting holds onto her son, Jordan, 3, as the

toddler watches his father, Sgt. Robert Woodring, board a bus on his way to a
one-year deployment to Iraq, September 18, 2006. Woodring is one of more
than 200 596th Maintenance Company soldiers who said goodbye to friends
and family before leaving Monday. Hepting is pregnant, and expects to give birth
in January, she said. Matt Millham/Stars and Stripes

following bottom right: Capt. Scott Trageser embraces his wife, Sara, after
climbing out of the F-16 he flew back to Aviano Air Base, Italy, on Tuesday, January 10, 2006. About 250 airmen with the 555th Fighter Squadron are returning
to their home base after four months at Balad Air Base in Iraq.
Kent Harris/Stars and Stripes
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Free in Deployed Areas

Attack on Shiite mosque
sparks widespread violence
■ Sunni, Shiites put

political talks on hold
■ In other violence, 7
GIs killed in bombings

Composite

Page 3

Left: An Iraqi man
inspects the damage
inside a Sunni mosque
in Baghdad. The destruction of the golden
dome in one of Iraq’s
holiest Shiite shrines
Wednesday set off
spasms of sectarian
violence. Above: Shiite
protesters rally waving
a sword and fists in
Baghdad. Shiite protesters attacked scores of
Sunni mosques across
Iraq in retaliation for
the bombing of the
mosque.
AP photos
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above: Lt. Col. Brian McNerney
spends much of his free time sorting
through cartons of donated books for
his lending library at LSA Anaconda,
Iraq, June 12, 2006. Anita Powell/
Stars and Stripes

top: Spc. Kristen King of Shreveport,

La., hosts the daily country music
show on Iraq's only American-run
radio station. Andrew Tilghman/

Stars and Stripes

bottom: Spc. Ben Colton, 26, from

Laie, Hi., tends to a garden during
some off time at FOB Sykes in northern Iraq. Christopher B. Stoltz/

Stars and Stripes
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top: From left, Sgt. Fred Roberto, Spc.

Frank Garcia and Pfc. Dallas Barnett,
with Company D, 1st Battalion, 101st
Aviation Regiment, work on a problematic 30 mm AH64-D Apache gun
at Forward Operating Base Sykes, Iraq,
on Thursday, June 15, 2006. The guns
normally undergo maintenance every
six months. Christopher B. Stoltz/

Stars and Stripes

bottom: Rudy, a military working

dog with the 3rd Brigade Combat
Team in Contingency Operating Base
Speicher in Tikrit, Iraq, sports some of
his protective gear recently, including
his Doggles and Kevlar vest, October
25, 2006. The 6-year-old is fiercely
protective of handler Audra Rose, 22,
from Memphis, Tenn., who normally
works at the 6th Military Police Detachment at Fort Rucker, Ala.

Ben Murray/Stars and Stripes

BELOW: Spc. Chester W. Arnett plays
an electrified version of the national
anthem before the Friday Night Fights
at Forward Operating Base Sykes, in
northwest Iraq, on Friday.
Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes
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left: A catapult launcher hurls a remote controlled
Desert Hawk surveillance aircaft into the sky over Ali
Base in Iraq Wednesday. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes
far left: A soldier with Company D, 2nd Battalion,

27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division, chews
gum in a Black Hawk helicopter as he keeps his eyes
peeled for trouble over northern Iraq recently, during a
"Lightning Strike" mission with the 2nd Battalion, 25th
Combat Aviation Brigade. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes

previous top left: Spc. Loren Keely, 21, of Eureka,

Calif. and the 1st Armored Division, patrols a neighborhood in the northern Iraq city of Tal Afar recently. A
young boy looks on. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes

previous bottom left: Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Fort, 33, of
Florissant, Mo., an Air Force patrol leader, treats a local
child for cuts on her feet during a recent patrol outside
Ali Base in Iraq. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes
previous bottom middle: Marine Pfc. Oscar Masedo,
20, of San Marcos, Calif., shows his tattoos to Iraqi
boys during a recent patrol north of Fallujah, in western
Iraq. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes
previous bottom right: A solider with the 48th
Brigade Combat Team, a Georgia Army National Guard
unit, draws a smiley face on an Iraqi girl's hand Saturday
while handing out gifts of shoes, food and toys at a
medical and humanitarian mission Saturday. The hand
markings show which children have already received
gifts. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes
previous middle: Soldiers with the 46th Engineer Bat-

talion lay a gravel walkway at Combat Outpost South
on January 20, 2006. As Navy Seabees, U.S. Army
Engineers and Marines from the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force put the finishing touches on a 1,000-person base camp just south of Quaim - near the restive
Euphrates River corridor - military commanders said it
was only a matter of days before Iraqi Army and border
patrol troops moved into the new facility.

Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes

previous top right: Sgt. Jesus Zuniga of the 1st Ma-

rines Logistics Group gets ready to add a little airplane
fuel to the fire on Friday, November 18, 2006 during the
burning of junk at Camp Taqaddum, Iraq.

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

previous bottom right: Soldiers with the 19th Engineer Battalion smooth concrete after filling roadside
bomb craters along a main highway near Tikrit on
November 28, 2006. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes
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Iraqis express joy, outrage at conviction,
forecast spike in violence around execution

U.S. troops react,
brace for more attacks

top: 1st Lt. Dave Smart, 25, of Oak

Lawn, Illinois, and an Iraqi interpreter
call to residents in a small village south
of Baghdad Wednesday, September
6, 2006. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes

bottom: Specialist Bernard Watson,

22, from Compton, Calif., keeps watch
over a traffic checkpoint from the
turret of a Humvee in downtown Samarra, Iraq, while a local Iraqi policeman searches a vehicle. Ben Murray/

Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Sgt. Rick Thompson
performs the 7 p.m. feedings for the
fish living next to Saddam Hussein’s
former lakeside pleasure palace in
Baghdad. Thompson feeds the fish
leftovers from the distinguishedvisitors dining hall. Anita Powell/
Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom: Gen. Peter Pace,

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
shakes hands and gives a coin to
Army National Guard Sgt. Joshua
Henniger on Tuesday, January 3,
2006 at Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center in Germany. Pace visited patients at Landstuhl after a trip to visit
troops in the Middle East. Henniger
was injured by mortar fire in Iraq just
three days before he was scheduled
to return to the United States.

Scott Schonauer/Stars and Stripes

81

82

<$$PAGErc>
09

At least 8 killed in mo
rtar strike at Sadr Cit
y soccer game

What you need
to know about
the college game

17 Marines focus
of investigation into
Iraq misconduct

Season preview, Back
page
© SS 2006

MIDEAST EDITION

Composite

the House Nancy Pelosi,

■ House in

Page 14

Drive-By Truckers’ Patterson
Hood

RUMSFELD
RESIGNS
9, 2006

Free in Deployed Area
s

Former CIA chief Rober
nominated to be new defenst Gates
e secretary

Donald Rumsfeld

Soon-to-be Speaker of

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER

Page 9

Drive-By Truckers
drawing all kinds
to the rock show

Page 15

LSU's Glen Davis, left,
and Darrel Mitchell

Volume 4, No.213

11

Page 3

of California, left, joins

hands with fellow Democ

rats during an election

CHUCK KENNEDY/MCT

hand, Democrats
■ Troops, experts don
await word on control of Sen
’t anticip
ate
immediate changes in Iraq ate
Page 3
-night celebration at a

Washington hotel Tuesda

y night.

Page 4

left: Lt. Col. Drew Meyerowich, commander of the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry
Regiment based at Forward Operating Base McHenry, Iraq, kneels next to the body
of a soldier killed Wednesday in the city of Hawijah, southwest of Kirkuk. Soldiers at
the base honored the fallen man with a short, moving ceremony before the body was
flown away by helicopter. The soldier's identity is being withheld pending notification
of next of kin. The soldier is the sixth man to have died in the area since elements of
the 25th Infantry Division took over responsibility of the region in August.
Ben Murray/Stars and Stripes

opposite: Col. Bryan Owens, commander of the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, pays his
respects Thursday, October 19, 2006 at a memorial ceremony for Sgt. Lester Baroncini
and Pfc. Stephen Bicknell, who were killed Monday near Samarra, Iraq, when their
Humvee hit an anti-tank mine. The memorial was held at Forward Operating Base
Brassfield-Mora. Ben Murray/Stars and Stripes
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left: Ushers stand in front of a display in remem-

brance of Pfc. Evan Bixler before the start of a memorial ceremony Wednesday, January 10, 2007 at
the Baumholder, Germany, chapel. Bixler, who was
attached to Team Apache, Company A, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, died from a roadside
bomb in Hit, Iraq. Ben Bloker/Stars and Stripes

opposite: Pfc. Jeremy Hammons, from Company C, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, fires
a shot during the volley honoring Pfc. Evan Bixler
at the end of a memorial ceremony Wednesday,
January 10, 2006 at the Baumholder, Germany, chapel. Bixler, who was attached to Team
Apache, Company A, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry
Regiment, died from a roadside bomb in Hit,
Iraq. Ben Bloker/Stars and Stripes
previous: Navy corpsman Joseph Poquiz scans

the streets and alleys of Haqlaniyah, Iraq, during
a Feb. 14 patrol. Hours later, Poquiz and Marines
on scene would provide emergency first aid to
Lance Cpl. Travis Dodson, who was wounded in
an enemy grenade attack. The second Marine
wounded in the attack, Lance Cpl. Daniel Morris,
was treated by another Navy corpsman and several other Marines in a room adjacent to Dodson.
Morris died as a result of his injuries. Dodson
survived but lost his left leg and a portion of his
right leg. Steve Mraz/Stars and Stripes

following left: A soldier mans the rear gun of a
CH-47 Chinook helicopter on a way to an air assault in northern Iraq February 3. The Chinooks,
among the largest helicopters in the American
fleet, typically fly at night to escape becoming
targets. Zeke Minaya/Stars and Stripes
following top: Sgt. John Lear, 31, of Fort Mey-

ers, Fla., a tank commander, peers through a
periscope vision block on an Abrams tank in
Baghdad. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes

following bottom: Sheiks and "concerned
citizens" speak with soldiers from the 3rd
Infantry Division's 1st Battalion, 15th Infantry
Regiment at a neighborhood meeting Thursday,
November 8, 2007 in Al-Jara, a village about 20
miles southeast of Baghdad. Soldiers say that
Sheik Nori Zbar Al-Jaboori, center, has helped
lead hundreds of predominantly Sunni citizens to
work with mostly Shiite police to drastically curb
insurgent attacks Erik Slavin/Stars and Stripes
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above: Acting First Sgt. Jose Moran, 39, of San Juan, Puerto Rico, shops for light bulbs
and extension cords at an east Baghdad sidewalk store moments before a drive-by
shooting Wednesday. Monte Morin/Stars and Stripes
left: With Internet cafes and phone centers available at almost all of the larger U.S.
military bases in Iraq, it’s still common to see service members take pen to paper.
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Amanda Wider, 18, reverted to the old ways of communicating and penned a letter to her husband of seven months, also a Marine serving in
Iraq. Wider is with Communications Company, 2nd Marine Logistical Group at Camp
Taqaddum. She wrote the letter in a gazebo used by smokers.
Sandra Jontz/Stars and Stripes

opposite: More than 500 U.S. servicemen and women reenlisted Wednesday and
more than 160 others became naturalized U.S. citizens during a July Fourth ceremony
at Camp Victory in Iraq. The massive ceremony, which took place in one of Saddam
Hussein’s former palaces, was the biggest of its kind in Iraq.
Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes
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above: Cpl. Issac Ounda, 27, of Nairobi, Kenya, pulls rear

security during an ambush early Monday outside the village of
Pir Ahmad. Ounda is with Troop C, 1st Squadron, 71st Cavalry
Regiment, 10th Mountain Division. The mission was meant to
kill or capture four members of an insurgent cell who planted a
bomb last month that killed two soldiers with the unit. But the
insurgents failed to materialize. Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes

right: U.S. troops with Company B, 2nd Battalion, 7th U.S.

Cavalry Regiment take up positions outside a house during
a raid Friday night that targeted a suspected insurgent cell
leader in Mosul in northern Iraq. Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes

far right: Marine Sgt. Alan Holloway, right, 27, of Rome, Ga.,

and Navy corpsman Joseph Poquiz, 21, of Freemont, Calif.,
continue a patrol on February 14 in Haqlaniyah, Iraq. Hours
later, near where this picture was taken, an insurgent tossed a
grenade in a house where the Marines had established a temporary combat outpost. Steve Mraz/Stars and Stripes
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top: U.S. troops scan the retina of the owner

of a motorized generator in the affluent Sunni
neighborhood of Qadisiyah, Baghdad. Troops
have a plan to help pay for fuel costs to enable
area residents to run the generators for longer
hours. Throughout Iraq, troops have done retinal
scans and collected information on civilians.

Les Neuhaus/Stars and Stripes

bottom: Spc. Wesley Russell, 20, of Birming-

ham, Ala., marks the grid coordinate of the
house in which an AK-47 rifle was found during
a raid targeting Sunni insurgents in the village of
Adiwaniyah, about 15 kilometers south of Baghdad's Green Zone. Soldiers with Bravo Troop, 1st
Squadron, 40th Cavalry Regiment mark all of
the weapons they find during an operation, so
that when they visit a specific house again, they
will know precisely which weapons belong there
and which don't. Iraqis are allowed to keep
one AK-47 in their homes for personal protection. Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes

opposite left: In foreground, Spc. David

Eberidge, 21, a native of Harrisonburg, Va., and
Spc. Michael Kuttruff, 31, of LeRoy, N.Y., work on
a Humvee at the vehicle maintenance garage at
Forward Operating Base Rustamiyah in eastern
Baghdad. The men belong to the 1st Battalion,
8th Cavalry Regiment, which is a unit of the 1st
Cavalry Division’s 2nd Brigade.

Les Neuhaus/Stars and Stripes

opposite top right: Airman 1st Class Raymond
McEuen, a crew chief with the Spangdahlem,
Germany-based 22nd Expeditionary Fighter
Squadron, straightens out a toolbox at Balad Air
Base, Iraq, moments after an F-16 returned from
a mission over Iraq on Saturday, November 3,
2007. Pilots from Spangdahlem conduct missions over Iraq daily, but they are dropping fewer
bombs than preceding squadrons.
Scott Schonauer/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom right: Soldiers help lower
concrete barriers in place at Combat Outpost
Salie on Wednesday, November 14, 2007. The
new base in the heart Narwan, a city of 100,000
people about 20 miles east of Iraq, is a prime example of the Army’s counterinsurgency strategy,
officials say: soldiers live within the community,
rather than just patrolling it in vehicles and returning to faraway bases. Erik Slavin/Stars and Stripes
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into a crowd of men waiting to apply for jobs
Thursday on the police force in Kirkuk. Officials
sought to fill 1,300 recruit positions during a fiveday drive, but more than 4,000 showed up on the
first day to apply. More than half were turned away
at the gate, and hundreds of others never spoke to
a recruiter. U.S. officials ordered the drive stopped
after a civilian police advisor spotted an Iraqi police
officer taking a bribe from an applicant. Many in
the crowd, who never made it inside, refused to
leave until police officers started swinging billy
clubs and shields. Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes

in Iraq
Nine U.S. soldiers killed in two incidents
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Thursday as he walks away from a line to apply for
a job as a police officer in Kirkuk, Iraq.

MIDEAST EDITION

previous left: An Iraqi woman asks U.S. troops
with Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 15th Field Artillery
Regiment, why her husband has been detained.
U.S. and Iraqi forces that were conducting a sweep
of a remote farming area south of Mahmudiyah,
looking for insurgents. Although the man was not
on the U.S. list, he was apparently on the Iraqi
army list of wanted suspects. As the man was led
away, the family began wailing loudly. The young
woman on the left followed the troops, hurling
curses at them. Drew brown/Stars and Stripes

previous bottom left: Soldiers with Co. A, 1st

Battalion, 327th Infantry Regiment move out during a patrol near Beiji, Iraq, November 10, 2007.
The soldiers were conducting a "sphere of influence" mission, during which they met with local
residents to hear their concerns and assure them
that they could rely on U.S. and Iraq forces for
protection against insurgents.

Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes

previous bottom right: A group of boys looks

on as a soldier from Company A, 1-30th Infantry,
detains an Iraqi man in Abuwaitha, a village on the
Tigris River about 10 miles southeast of Baghdad,
after he was observed acting suspiciously. The
Iraqi was later confirmed to be someone suspected
of firing mortars at nearby Forward Operating Base
Murray. Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes
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previous top: First Lt. Allen Trujillo, 24, of Espanola, N.M., and a masked interpreter talk to an
Iraqi man during a neighborhood visit in Mosul in
northern Iraq. Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes
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right: A melee ensues as police officers charge
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Spc. Tim Paddock, 22, takes aim from behind a
Humvee Tuesday in the Adhamiyah area of Baghdad.
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JAMES WARDEN/Stars and Stripes

102

Shiite attacks in Basra test
strength of Iraqi forces, premier

U.S. troops in Baghdad take
on supporting role in fight

top: Spc. James Dusenbery, 22, of Spo-

kane, Wash., watches over his observation point on the roof of the Joint Security
Station in Yusufiyah, Iraq, January 12, 2008.
“Up here, we’re the eyes and ears of the
station,” he said. Forty soldiers from 3rd
Platoon, 65th Military Police Company (Airborne), 720th Military Police Battalion, 18th
Military Police Brigade are assigned full time
to the outpost. Vince Little/Stars and Stripes

bottom: Staff Sgt. Daniel Butler, front, Spc.

Tim O'Donnell, left, and Spc. Tim Davis
process a cache of explosively formed penetrators discovered in a village southeast of
Baghdad on Sunday, February 10, 2008. The
soldiers are members of the 789th Explosive Ordnance Dispoal Company.

Michael Gisick/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Sgt. Christopher Sherman
cautiously sniffs an oil barrel Saturday at
a home along the border of Mosul’s 17th
Tamooz and Al Kubra neighborhoods,
May 31, 2008. Insurgents sometimes hide
homemade explosives inside oil barrels, so
Sherman thumped the side of the barrel,
peered inside and sniffed it to make sure
that it really did contain oil. James Warden/
Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom: Staff Sgt. Dale Horn

counts hundred-dollar bills during payday
for Sunni Sons of Iraq members, March 7,
2008. During his previous deployment in
northern Iraq during 2005, Horn took the
lead in a nascent tribal outreach program
and was eventually inducted as a sheik in
the Sunni Al-Jabouri tribe. This time around,
the U.S. effort to engage Iraqi tribes is considerably more formal. Michael Gisick/

Stars and Stripes

previous: Soldiers from the Ft. Campbell,
Ky.- based Company A, 2nd Battaltion,
502nd Infantry Regiment, during a night
patrol in Iskandariyah, a mixed but increasingly Shiite-dominated city south of Baghdad, January 28, 2008. Commanders in the
area say Sunni militants have been largely
neutralized but that the fight against Shia
extremists will be a much longer, though
probably more subtle, battle.
Michael Gisick/Stars and Stripes
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above: Soldiers wait in a hallway of a building in the Abu Saif area of Baghdad
after a raid Saturday, March 15, 2008. James Warden/Stars and Stripes
right: 2nd Lt. Johnathan Logan (right) points out people inside a third-floor room

to Sgt. Camillo Carreno during a raid Saturday, March 15, 2008 in the Abu Saif
district of Baghdad. Soldiers on the lower level then went inside the room and
rounded up all the men until they could determine whether any of them were the
targets of the raid. James Warden/Stars and Stripes

previous left: Soldiers with 1st Platoon, Company C, Task Force 1-6 Infantry, exit
an industrial building Friday after conducting a search in the southern portion of
Sadr City, June 6, 2008. Ben Bloker/Stars and Stripes
previous right: Spc. Andrew Leonard (right), 21, of Pittsburgh, and Pfc. Roland

Mosley, 21, of Houston, with Company B, 1st Battalion, 21st Stryker Infantry Regiment, keep a watchful eye Wednesday in a palm grove outside of Abu Ghraib,
Iraq. Michael Gisick/Stars and Stripes
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above: A 500-pound bomb dropped
from an F-16 Fighting Falcon destroys a
home laced with explosives in Bya'a on
Sunday, August 11, 2008. Eight bombs
were dropped on targets in the southern Diyala Province village as part of
a clearing operation intended to bring
stability to the restive region.
SEAN KIMMONS/Stars and Stripes

top left: A 500-pound bomb dropped

from an F-16 Fighting Falcon destroys a
home laced with explosives in Bya'a on
Sunday, August 11, 2008.

SEAN KIMMONS/Stars and Stripes

bottom left: The remnants of a home

leveled by a 500-pound bomb in Bya'a
in souther Diyala Province. Insurgents
had rigged the home with explosives,
and U.S. forces destroyed it in a close
air support mission, August 11, 2008.
Bombs have also been found in both
buildings in the background.

SEAN KIMMONS/Stars and Stripes
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left: Sgt. Chris Forncrook, 23, of

Sacramento, Calif., touches down at
a drop zone on Al Asad Air Base in
Iraq July 17, 2008 using the Marine
Corps' new multi-mission parachute
system. The 3rd Reconnaissance
Battalion Marine said the ride down
from 5,500 feet up was fun. The new
parachute makes landing better, he
said. Cindy Fisher/Stars and Stripes

far left: Marines with 3rd Recon-

naissance Battalion line up one
behind one another for landing in
a drop zone on Al Asad Air Base in
Anbar province, Iraq, July 17, 2008.
This was their second day of static
line jumps — in which their parachute
is automatically released as they jump
from an airplane — using the Marine
Corps' new multi-mission parachute
system. Cindy Fisher/Stars and Stripes

following left: Soldiers from 1st
Platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion,
66th Armor Regiment say hard times
have brought them closer together.
Here, Pfc. Nathan Schultz, 23, of Denver, leans on Spc. Phillip Francis, 22, of
Lafayette, La, May 17, 2008.
Michael Gisick/Stars and Stripes

following top: Staff Sgt. Joseph

Grens, the 3rd Platoon sergeant for
“C” Company, Task Force 1-6 Infantry,
coordinates a patrol in the busy Jamilla
market Thursday, June 5, 2008 in Sadr
City. Ben Bloker/Stars and Stripes

following bottom: Pvt. Matt Pollard, a soldier from 1st Platoon, “C”
Company, Task Force 1-6 Infantry,
patrols past a wall riddled with bullet holes Friday, June 6, 2008 in an
industrial area in the southern portion
of Sadr City a few blocks from a newly
erected security wall. Ben Bloker/
Stars and Stripes
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top: Sgt. Daniel Phillips, a medic

assigned to Company A, Task Force
2-6, helps care for a young boy
whose mother said was burned in
a fire Wednesday, May 21, 2008
trying to cook something at a small
shop in Dura’Iyah, Iraq. During the
patrol, 2nd Platoon helped civil affairs
locate women-run businesses that
received U.S.-backed micro business
grants. Ben Bloker/Stars and Stripes

bottom: Spc. Dava Lendey of 1st Pla-

toon, Company B, 1st Battalion, 502nd
Infantry Regiment, gamely tries some
soup offered to him by a local man
during a foot patrol this month in the
Shulla district of northwest Baghdad,
February 15, 2008. Geoff Ziezulewicz/

Stars and Stripes

opposite left: Pfc. James Maroney,

22, of Valencia, Calif., puts a part back
on the tail of an Apache from 4th
Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, March 28, 2008. The unit has
been flying more combat missions
over Baghdad now that fighting is
picking up in Baghdad. James Warden/

Stars and Stripes

opposite right: Riyadh Abdullah

beats Pfc. Hector Salinas for a header
during the game Thursday, July 3,
2008 between Sabagiya, Iraq, residents and American soldiers. Competition between the two teams was
intense even though it was a friendly
match. James Warden/Stars and Stripes
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top: Maj. Robb Marshall — the operations

officer for 3rd Battalion, 6th Field Artillery
Regiment — demonstrates how to stand on
a naturally occurring flaming gas vent July 8
near an oil processing plant in Kirkuk, Iraq.
While the individual flame spouts move
from location to location over the years, the
so-called “eternal flame” has been burning for
centuries. James Warden/Stars and Stripes

bottom: A mine clearing line charge, or

MICLIC, explodes into a giant fireball along a
bomb-laced road in southern Diyala province
on Tuesday, August 12, 2008. Combat engineers from the 84th Engineer Company, 2nd
Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, have
been clearing the supply route for an Iraqi-led
offensive. SEAN KIMMONS/Stars and Stripes

opposite: Spc. Joseph Koval walks through a

run-down chicken farm Sunday, September 8,
2008 south of Baghdad. James Warden/

Stars and Stripes

previous left: Sgt. 1st Class David Wincze-

wski (right), a platoon sergeant in K Troop,
3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment,
and an Iraqi Army major coordinate with
each other in a clearing operation in Zanjali, a
troubled neighborhood in Mosul, September
11, 2008. Unemployment continues to be an
issue in the northern Iraq city, causing many
Iraqis to join the insurgency. SEAN KIMMONS/

Stars and Stripes

previous top: Women and children fight
for water filters Thursday in Jisr Diyala, Iraq,
while Spc. Daniel Goins tries to ensure they
are distributed equally, September 11, 2008.
Soldiers gave out the filters to give residents
a source of clean water, but an aggressive
mob of Iraqis soon hounded soldiers for the
filters. James Warden/Stars and Stripes
previous bottom: American soldiers and

executives from northern Iraq’s state-owned
energy companies gather around a map at a
Northern Oil Co. building in Kirkuk to examine
the site of a new refinery, July 14, 2008.
While lawmakers in Baghdad debate how to
divvy up Iraq’s mineral wealth, the country depends upon technocrats to keep that wealth
flowing. James Warden/Stars and Stripes
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Also inside: U.S. troops, Iraqis soun
above: U.S. and Iraqi troops patrol in the northwest

Baghdad neighborhood of Shula. Stepped up patrols by
U.S. and Iraqi troops have brought the neighborhood
under control since fighting erupted here in late March,
soldiers say, but the poverty and lack of essential services
that have long given militias an opening remain problematic. Michael Gisick/Stars and Stripes
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above: Soldiers from 3rd Squadron, 2nd
Stryker Cavalry Regiment, push a damaged
car to the side of the road after an Iraqi
driver accidentally hit a Stryker vehicle,
September 3, 2008. The car had sped
around a sharp bend of a narrow road and
hit the Stryker, caving in the front end of
the blue sedan and leaving the armored
vehicle without a dent. Soldiers treated
the man driving the car for light injuries.
Officials said that in the next few days,
soldiers will check up on the driver and give
him money based on the market price of
his car. SEAN KIMMONS/Stars and Stripes
top left: Sgt. 1st Class David Winczewski

(far left), a platoon sergeant in K Troop,
3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, and his translator walk past a rotting
mound of trash in Zanjali, a troubled neighborhood in Mosul, September 11, 2008.
Unemployment continues to be an issue in
the northern Iraq city, causing many Iraqis
to join the insurgency. SEAN KIMMONS/

Stars and Stripes

bottom left: Iraqi soldiers and U.S.

Marines inspect large craters for weapons
caches during an Iraq-led offensive to rid
insurgents from the Diyala River Valley
north of Baqouba, August 22, 2008.

SEAN KIMMONS/Stars and Stripes
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top: 1st Lt. Ryan Nilsen, of the 2nd Battalion, 11th Ma-

rine Regiment, puts an arm bar on Sgt. David Strouth
while testing for his tan belt in Marine Corps Martial
Arts at Combat Outpost Haditha, Iraq, October 26,
2008. Jimmy Norris/Stars and Stripes

bottom: Decorations add color to Joint Security

Station Comanche as Spc. Ricky Deering — a soldier
in Company C, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment —
heads out for a Christmas patrol around Baghdad’s Sadr
City district, December 25, 2008.

James Warden/Stars and Stripes

opposite top left: Spc. Robert Harington stacks confiscated guns into two piles — “AK” and “other” —while
doing an inventory of the seized weapons Tuesday,
October 14, 2008 at a combat outpost in Baghdad’s
Adhamiyah district. The Iraqi government banned guns
in Baghdad in September. Harington and other soldiers
in Co. A, 1st Battalion, 68th Combined Arms Battalion
have been helping the government enforce that ban.
James Warden/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom left: An American soldier checks

the identification of a former detainee as he steps
off the bus that carried him to freedom Thursday,
September 25, 2008 in Baghdad.

James Warden/Stars and Stripes

opposite top right: Staff Sgt. Jesse Tate, 37, from
Montgomery, Ala., directs a 747 to the hot pits on Al
Asad Air Base in Anbar province, Iraq, on July 10, 2008.
This was only the second time that Tate and the other
Marines of the bulk fuels section of Airfield Operations
Company, Marine Wing Support Squadron 172, had
refueled a commercial 747. The hot pits are where the
Marines conduct hot refuels, which are refuels when an
aircraft's engines are still running.
Cindy Fisher/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom right: Capt. Christopher Loftis,

commander of Company A, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry
Regiment, reads an Arabic-language paper put out by
a Tarmiyah, Iraq, sheik, October 9, 2008. Loftis speaks
fluent Arabic, which has helped him chase insurgent
cells out of Tarmiyah. James Warden/Stars and Stripes

following: Capt. Christopher Allen, a military
police advisor, holds hands with Iraqi Army Sgt. Maj.
Mohammad Ghazi on Tuesday in Mosul, Iraq, May
20, 2008. The gesture is a traditional way Iraqis show
friendship. Strange as they may appear to Americans,
many advisors on military transition teams adopt
Iraqi mannerisms like these as they build rapport with
those they train. James Warden/Stars and Stripes
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Free to Deployed Areas
Iraqi army Sgt. Thamer
Abd al-Amir shares a
light with U.S. Army
Spc. Brandon Bons
during a patrol last
week in Baghdad’s
Sadr City.
JAMES WARDEN
Stars and Stripes

Countdown to the handoff
BY JAMES WARDEN

Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — Page through the
new security agreement between
Iraq and the United States, and
you’re likely to have a few questions that the often-vague document can’t quite answer. But while
diplomats hash out exactly what
those words mean, many soldiers
on the ground say that they have a
pretty good idea of how the security agreement will affect their jobs.

The security agreement, which lays
out the road map for a return of Iraqi
sovereignty and the departure of U.S.
troops, will require sweeping changes for American forces when it takes
effect Thursday. But ground-level soldiers are likely to see the impact of
just a fraction of the changes set forth
in the 18-page document.
Capt. Andrew Slack, a company
commander in Baghdad, said three
main areas affect the company level:
warrants, vacating certain bases, and
joint operations.
The unit doesn’t have to worry
about basing because it shares its
base with Iraqi soldiers, which should
exempt it from the requirement for
American soldiers to pull out of cities,
villages and localities by July, said
Slack, commander of Company C, 1st
Battalion, 35th Armor Regiment, a
unit in Sadr City.

Every base in the 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division
— the unit in charge of Sadr City — is
a joint base.
Slack’s company began working on
the requirements for warrants and
joint operations long before the security agreement took effect, he said.
The 3rd Brigade was working hard on
the potentially complicated process
of obtaining warrants — which are
now required to detain almost anyone
— by mid-November.
Under the security pact, all military operations must be carried out
with the agreement and coordination
of the Iraqis. American units in Iraq
have long done joint patrols with Iraqi
soldiers.
Slack has sat through several briefings to make sure everyone is on the
same page about the security agreement. These briefings have been

filtered down from higher levels, so
they focus just on the parts that will
apply to that level of unit.
“By the time it gets to us, it’s a thin,
less-formidable document,” Slack
said.
Sgt. Manuel Centeno acknowledged that the security agreement
would bring some changes. The new
requirement to obtain warrants, in
particular, will force him to work
harder by collecting more evidence.
But Centeno said he and his soldiers
are prepared for these changes.
“I think my unit, they’re ready for
it,” Centeno said. “They’ve been getting ready for it for a long time. We
know what we can do and what we
can’t do.”
Sgt. Matthew Rogers said leaders
have been sitting down and talking
informally with soldiers about the
agreement.

SEE HANDOFF ON PAGE 3

To our readers: Today’s Stars and Stripes is a combined edition. No paper
will be delivered

on Thursday.
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The Impact of the
U.S. Presence in Iraq


B

oth sides suffer casualties in
a war. Death and destruction
leave their marks on everyone
involved. But by the very nature
of war, the occupied country is
the one left in ruin. The resulting collapse of infrastructure and
the cultural upheaval can leave
societal wounds that last as long
as the physical and psychological injuries. Iraqis are currently

struggling with that problem.
In recognition of this situation,
U.S. troops are now spending a
good deal of time working with
Iraqis to repair and improve
their country. Reparations are
being made to people whose
homes are damaged in raids. Microgrants are being given to local
businesses. Educational opportunities are being created. Public

structures and utilities are being
rebuilt. Peace agreements are being brokered between towns, factions, religious sects. Iraqi police
and soldiers are being trained to
continue the work. While there
is still much to do, inroads are
being made. By working together, Iraqis and U.S. troops are
trying to make sure the greatest
casualty of the war is not Iraq.
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above: Ahmed Mahroof waits for money Monday at a Balad Ruz, Iraq, bank, July
21, 2008. Past military operations have brought about sufficient security for banks
such as this one to stay open, so many local residents favor an upcoming Iraqi
government offensive planned for an unspecified part of Diyala province.
James Warden/Stars and Stripes

right: A woman weeps as she waits for humanitarian aid in Zafaraniya on June 7,

2007. The woman is part of an influx of 4,000 displaced families that has arrived
in the eastern Baghdad district, mostly in the last eight months.

Zeke Minaya/Stars and Stripes

far right: Students raise their hands Thursday, October 30, 2008 in Baghdad

while attending an electricians course at Civil Service Department – Jihad. American officers started the program to help “Sons of Iraq” find new jobs, but the sixmonth program is open to all Iraqis who want to learn new skills.

James Warden/Stars and Stripes

previous: An Iraqi merchant sets out fresh watermelons Thursday, June 5, 2008
in the flourishing Jamilla Market in Sadr City in Baghdad. After constructing a security wall by Jamilla more than two weeks ago, soldiers with Task Force 1-6 Infantry
have worked to help the merchants. Ben Bloker/Stars and Stripes
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top left: An Iraqi National Police
officer watches students from AlEhsda School in Baghdad carry in a
donated tabletop Sunday, March 9,
2008. Leaders in the unit arranged
the tabletops to be delivered without
American assistance, a hopeful sign
as coalition forces try to hand over
more responsibility to local forces.
James Warden/Stars and Stripes

bottom left: A Shiite tribal sheik from

Little Barwana, right, kisses his Sunni
counterpart from Big Barwana on the
cheek after a peace deal was signed
Thursday, January 24, 2006 between
the two villages. The deal ended two
years of bloodshed between the two
villages and was brokered by troops
of 3rd Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry
Regiment. U.S. military officials say
deals like these are essential to bringing
peace between Iraq’s two main Muslim
sects, which have been engaged in a
retaliatory cycle of killings for much of
the past two years. Drew Brown/

Stars and Stripes

far left: Iraqi women covered head to

toe in black, wearing full face veils and
gloves carrying shopping bags, as a boy
accompanies them on a road in Mosul,
in northern Iraq. Such attire was uncommon in Iraqi cities before the war.
Insurgents in many areas have since
imposed strict Islamic dress codes in
areas where they are strong. March 1,
2008. Drew Brown/Stars and Stripes

following left: Iraqi army Lt. Col.
Samir (right), commander of 3rd
Battalion, 1st Brigade, 1st Iraqi Army
Division, coordinates with one of his
officers during a recent operation,
August 20, 2008. SEAN KIMMONS/
Stars and Stripes

following right: The Iraqi police’s
District Response Team approaches
a suspect vehicle during an exercise
December 24, 2008. The team could
help execute more warrants in the
Mahmudiyah area south of Baghdad. Travis J. Tritten/Stars and Stripes
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Heroes


F

or their heroic actions in Iraq,
these four men were posthumously awarded the Medal of
Honor, the U.S.’s highest military
honor. They are included in this
book to represent the many men
and women decorated for valor
during the Iraq war, and the 4,221
troops who died between March
20, 2003, and Dec. 31, 2008.
Verum quae lanis et harum ari
qui sitibus nam cora exceate pe
prem volorum quibus, cusdante
dolum nonseces erunt harum
volorro rercipi enihic te expelenis
et offictis doloris sitatur restorem
volor sus aut eum intoreri nim id
mo is num faccust, sendia que di

quis aboremquis id quia doluptin
consecu ptatia doloremod qui
aut omnim a et es res am sitatus
dolectatquid et laccum soluptias
mo comnia volorion niatestiis
ad ut dolum con eument odit,
cum quodi quasped et et exeris
id maiorrum quia cum repratur
a plaborestio eri untiaec epedign
ihitate cuptae con pos mosa cum
velessimus, utet eos soluptatia sum
voluptate cuscitia quat aut lamenimod que et ea con explibu saperro
tenihic itiant, voluptas aribus,
quibus il eiciisciunt mollit, officiEhenim et odita il ea nientiam id
eatem quo doluptam, sum volum
quia sequi nis rent, natquas elestii

squatint alit doluptame est fuga.
Itae nimil inctem cus num sundel
im ut aliquis debist, nusa nullorum
ipsam vitaspel ex exerempor adit,
simet quam repudit iuntur sam
velliquibus duciatur sam, coribusam que pa pore ius id et aut volut
odi odi acerem quatio. Itatur?
Ur si nonsequi debis anim rest
ulluptae plibea veruptur adit
quaectatur sumeniae. Atia sita
cuptaquamus restora dit parupta
sinctem poreperror minia que evenis accustotat aut il ipicimi llatem
sent voloreri qui dolorum in conet
estis di quibus mossum suntore, et
excerio dis volor simin comnientus
consequi same
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SFC Paul
Ray Smith
COMBAT ENGINEER  The
combat engineers’ mission was
to construct a roadblock at the
Baghdad airport. But Iraqi forces
suddenly appeared, in greater and
greater numbers. The U.S. troops
were outnumbered. SFC Paul Ray
Smith didn’t hesitate. He quickly
organized his troops into a defense
and manned a .50 caliber machine
gun, exposing himself to enemy
fire. Smith’s actions defeated the
Iraqis and allowed injured U.S.
soldiers to be rescued, but Smith
was mortally wounded. The date
was April 4, 2003, just two weeks
into the war.
134

CPL Jason
Dunham
US MARINE  Cpl. Jason Dunham and his team could hear their
battalion commander’s convoy
being ambushed near Karabilah.
Approaching on foot, they stopped
several Iraqi vehicles trying to
leave the area. A man attacked
Dunham and, as they struggled,
dropped a live grenade. Dunham
used his Kevlar helmet to blunt the
blast and saved the lives of Marines
nearby. But without protection, the
corporal received massive shrapnel
wounds to his head. He died eight
days later, on April 22, 2004.
135

Michael
Monsoor
PETTY OFFICER  Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Monsoor
already had performed heroic
actions in 2006 that would earn
him a Bronze Star with V and a
Silver Star. On Sept. 29, his combined SEAL/Iraqi Army Sniper
Overwatch Element was engaged
in a firefight with insurgents in
Ar Ramadi. A grenade bounced
off Monsoor’s chest and landed at
his feet. Monsoor was by the exit
and was the only one who could
have escaped. Instead, he threw
himself on the grenade. This act
saved the lives of at least two of
his teammates.
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Company C engaged the enemy
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BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes

Pfc. Ross McGinnis, from 1st Platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, mans his weapons in the turret of a Humvee in the Adhamiyah neighborhood of
Baghdad just days before the Saddam Hussein verdict. On Nov. 5, Company C was one of the few units to engage in a major firefight following the announcement of the verdict.

PFC Ross
McGinnis
SOLDIER  On Nov. 30, 2006,
PFC Ross McGinnis’ photo ran
on the front page of Stars and
Stripes. The proud soldier called
his parents to tell them. Five days
later, he was dead. During combat
control operations in Adhamiyah,
a grenade was thrown into McGinnis’ Humvee. McGinnis could
have jumped out of the gunner’s
hatch, but he chose to warn the
members of his team. Then he
pinned the grenade against the
vehicle, his body blocking most
of the explosion. The other four
soldiers were injured but survived.
McGinnis was 19 years old.
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