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SERVING IN IRAQ
The U.S. Military in Iraq As Seen Through the Eyes of Stars and Stripes Reporters
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above: Marine seven-ton trucks line an a road during a security
halt in southern Iraq on March 22, 2003. The truck, loaded with
infantry Marines, have been convoying through Iraqi desert trails
for the past couple days, leaving Marines frustrated at little else
to see than empty desert. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
Right: Marines from Golf, Company, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Ma-

rines line a bridge embankment along a main supply route on the
way to Baghdad in Iraq, March 2003.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite top left: Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Douglas Angulo Sr. grabs a nap in the back of Humvee in southern Iraq on
March 22, 2003. Marines on the tail end of the infantry assault
have seen little else than long convoys and empty deserts.
Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite top right: Marine assault men gather their gear to
head back to trucks after manning a security perimeter along a
main supply route on the way to Baghdad in Iraq, March 2003.
Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes.

opposite bottom: In the first few hours after crossing the bor-

der, the only Iraqis encountered by many U.S. forces were local
herders, March 21, 2003. Joseph Giordono/Stars and Stripes

PRevious: Marines line up behind a road barrier as they secure a
key bridge along a main supply route during the march to Baghdad, Iraq, March 2003. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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above: A Marine with Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines aims in behind his rifle during a security halt along a main
supply route to Baghdad in Iraq, March 2003. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
top left: Amid a gusting sandstorm, Marines fire 60mm mortars north of An Nasiriyah, Iraq, March 2003.
Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

bottom left: Open space is dead space. Marines rush for cover during a raid at Al Fahr, Iraq, March 2003.
Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite left: Marines walk among the runs of the Special Republican Guard Headquarters buildings in Baghdad. Golf Com-

pany, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines entered the compound on April 9, 2003 leading the push into Baghdad for their battalion.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite right: Every wall is shelter and a possible ambush site. A Marine peers through a crack in a door frame to ensure

Ba'ath Party irregulars aren't trying outflank the Marines on March 29, 2003.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

previous: A Marine mans a M-240G machine gun on the outskirts of Baghdad, Iraq on April 8, 2003, as smoke from a burning
building billows by. The Marines entered the city witness to the destruction by air power. Tanks, armored vehicles and artillery
were destroyed all along the routes into the city. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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left: Marine Capt. Ted Handler keeps

a tight grip on "Pierre," the company
pigeon for Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines, March 17, 2003.
Marine units across Kuwait are getting the pigeons as another detection
method for chemical and biological
warfare. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

far left: Sgt. Jerome Patterson,

an Army reservist with the 912th
Postal Company, unloads several
packages from a truck that arrived
minutes earlier at the front door of
the facility at Baghdad International
Airport that processes the mail for
the 1st Armored Division on June 29,
2003. Kent Harris/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Spc. Sean Raby of
the 1st Battalion, 152nd Infantry, arm
wrestles an Iraqi man from the village
of al-Jawdia on the hood of a humvee as members of the 161st Area
Support Medical Battalion provided
medical support to villagers in the
nearby clinic. Raby lost the match, but
chalked it up to improper technique
on the Iraqi's part. Jason Chudy/
Stars and Stripes

opposite middle: Sgt. 1st Class
Ruben Stoeltje, 38, a bomb disposal technician from Victoria, Texas,
pumps iron Tuesday at Camp Victory
in Baghdad, Iraq on November 18,
2003. Stoeltje is with the 79th Ordnance Battalion. Kendra Helmer/
Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom: Master Sgt.

Daniel Wear, Staff Sgt. Chip Davidson, and Staff Sgt. Brian Curtis, left to
right, hoist a strand of concertina wire
to help secure a living area. Security
Forces airmen are working hard to
secure the eight-square-mile air base
at Kirkuk on May 5, 2003.

Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
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above: A small sample of the
intelligence cache snipers from 2nd
Battalion, 23rd Marines recovered
lays out in a display, March 24, 2003.
The intelligence find showed Marines
that the southern Iraqi forces, though
to be poorly supplied, were much
better organized than previously
thought. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
top left: Marine Sgt. Christopher

Merkle (left) and Jose Rodriguez
ducked doctors, hitched rides, begged
for gear and even thought about
stealing a humvee to return from a
shock trauma center in Iraq to their
unit after sustaining injuries in a truck
accident, April 2003. Mark Oliva/

Stars and Stripes

bottom left: Iraqi civilians near As

Samawah keep their hands in the air
as American forces inspect their vehicles at a military checkpoint, March
24, 2003. Joseph Giordono/

Stars and Stripes

far left: An Iraqi Major (right) and

private (left) sit flex-cuffed waiting
for transport for interrogation along a
highway south of An-Nasariyah, a city
in southern Iraq, March 23, 2003. The
major claimed to be a chemist with
the Iraqi 11th Infantry Division, which
capitulated at the beginning of the war,
but Marines still battled with irregulars
loyal to Saddam Hussein within the
city. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
17

18

above: Iraqi civilians flash thumbs-up
signs at American military forces manning a checkpoint near As Samawah,
March 24, 2003. Joseph Giordono/
Stars and Stripes

left: Marine 1st Sgt. Horst Jejjoni

speaks with a local Iraqi villager near
Al Fahr, Iraq, April 1, 2003. Jejjoni,
an Arabic speaker, used his language
skills to ease the fears of Iraqis and
Marines alike during the campaign in
Iraq. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: Spc. Roger Young has
decorated his cardboard room at Camp
Marlboro with an American flag and
pictures of his wife and daughter, May
2003. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom: Army and Air Force

Exchange Service's Sandra Conger,
right, adds up Tech. Sgt. Deborah La
Grand Quintana's bill at the temporary
base exchange on Kirkuk airfield, Iraq,
May 30, 2003. It opened for the first
time Thursday night. A permanent
exchange is scheduled to open June 15,
until then the exchange "rodeo circut"
will be open at the base Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays. The volunteer
bagger at right is Sgt. Rodolfo Rodriguez of the 173rd Airborne Brigade.

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

opposite right: Airman Justin

Thibault of the 506th Expeditionary
Services Squadron barbecues chicken for the belated Memorial Day
picnic at Kirkuk airfield, Iraq, May
30, 2003. 4000 servings of chicken,
potatoes, vegetables and fruit salad
were prepared for the day's feast.

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes
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right: Maj. Robert Gowan, public

affairs officer with the 173rd Airborne
Brigade, shows the media the 999
bars of gold on the bed of a truck that
was stopped by soldiers of the 173rd at
a checkpoint on the outskirts of Kirkuk,
Iraq, on Sunday, May 26, 2003.

Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

far right: Marines from Golf Com-

pany, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marines
cross a pontoon bridge into Baghdad, April 8, 2003. The routes along
Baghdad showed the destructive
air strike did most of the damage to
Iraqi forces defending the city.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

below: A Marine light armored vehicle
crew guards the flank during a convoy
north of An Nasiriyah, Iraq, March
2003. Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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left: Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Hadley,

guarding a gas station in Baghdad,
Iraq, May 26, 2003, has found a new
use for the bayonette on his weapon:
He punches holes in plastic jerry
cans used by black marketers.

Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

far left: Spc. Bennett Scrivens of

2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, stands inside a burned-out bank
where U.S. troops were providing
security while oil-company workers
were paid this week, May 5, 2003. At
right is bank cashier Benjamin Younan. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

below: Seen through the hatch of
a Bradley Fighting Vehicle, a family
greets soldiers from the 1st Armored
Division on their first daytime patrol
through a Baghdad area inhabited by
squatters, May 28, 2003.
Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
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above: Sgt. Christy Fillmore hands a young Iraqi baby a cookie
wafer snack as the child's mother smiles. Fillmore and the other
members of the five-member 161st Area Support Medical Battalion team passed out sweets to all of the children who came
to the clinic in the village of al-Jawdia, Iraq.
Jason Chudy/Stars and Stripes

right: Capt. Matthew Babcock and Pvt. Serenity Sells of the

561st Medical Company in Vilseck, Germany, remove an Iraqi
boy's rotten tooth on Sunday, May 25, 2003.

Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

Opposite: 1st Lt. Chris Kenny, of Company B, 2nd Battalion,

2nd Infantry Regiment, from Vilseck, Germany, shares a meal
with Kurdish security officer Jeter Asatt, May 2003. Asatt was
guarding a palace in southwest Kirkuk, which Kenny's company
is responsible for patrolling. The meal included Kurdish dolmas
(savory grape leaves stuffed with rice), cabbage, rice, soup,
bread and hot tea. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
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right: Tech. Sgt. Joseph Cyr of

Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany,
cleans his weapon during a break at
the U.S. air base in Kirkuk, Iraq, May 5,
2003. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

opposite top: 1st Infantry Division
soldiers and Air Force loadmasters
strap a 70-ton M1A1 Abrams tank
to the belly of a C-17 Loadmaster
Monday afternoon, April 8, 2003.
The tank and crew is part of 1st ID
task force deploying into northern
Iraq. Jon R. Anderson/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom left: Aviation

ordnancemen load a precision-guided
bomb on an F/A-18 Hornet on Thursday, March 20, 2003 on the USS
Kitty Hawk. Carrier Air Wing 5 flew
35 daytime sorties and 56 nighttime
sorties, 42 of which were strike sorties on Iraq. The air wing dropped 37
bombs Thursday. Kendra Helmer/

Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom right: An F-14A

Tomcat prepares to take off from
the USS Kitty Hawk on Wednesday
afternoon, April 2, 2003. At about
1:50 a.m. Wednesday, a Tomcat from
Carrier Air Wing 5, embarked on the
aircraft carrier, crashed in Iraq. The
two pilots, part of a beach detachment from the air wing, safely ejected
and were picked up by a helicopter
search-and-rescue team.

Kendra Helmer/Stars and Stripes
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above: Ramstein's southside gym has been turned into a 110-bed
hospital for the walking wounded injured in the war against Iraq,
March 24, 2003. An Air Force Reserve squadron from the United
States will run the hospital. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
right: Sgt. Kerry Boese and wife Sheila share a tender mo-

ment as son Samuel, 22 months, just seems happy to have dad
home. Boese and other members of the 159th Medical Company, 421st Medical Evacuation Battalion returned to Wiesbaden,
Germany from Operation Iraqi Freedom on Wednesday, May
14, 2003. Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes

opposite: Sgt. 1st Class Jose Mateo, left, and Spc. Ramiro May-

orga, right, clasp hands with Spc. Jason Recio, July 15, 2003. The
Florida National Guard soldiers were injured July 5 in an attack
in Ar Ramadi, Iraq. They are recovering at Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center in Germany. Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes

below: Former POW Army Spc. Shoshana Johnson is welcomed to Ramstein Air Base, Germany by Brig. Gen. Erv Lessel,
Commander, 86th Airlift Wing, as she is carried off a C-141
cargo plane out of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio,
Wednesday night, April 16, 2003. A total of seven former
POWs who were rescued last Sunday in Iraq were taken to the
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in nearby Landstuhl for
medical treatment. Michael Abrams/Stars and Stripes
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LEft: Capt. Scott Ulmer pats the

midriff of his wife, Capt. Tonya Ulmer,
shortly after he alighted from his
F-16CJ fighter at Misawa Air Base, Japan, Thursday, April 24, 2003. Ulmer
and five other 14th Fighter Squadron
pilots returned to Japan from a stint
of duty in Southwest Asia where they
flew Operation Iraqi Freedom sorties
over Iraq. The Ulmers are expecting a
daughter in about a month.

Wayne Specht/Stars and Stripes

Opposite top: Medics wheel an
injured soldier, just unloaded from a
Black Hawk medivac helicopter, into
the 212th MASH during a sandstorm
earlier this week, Central Iraq, April 6,
2003. Steve Liewer/Stars and Stripes
opposite bottom: Spc. Stacy Miller

of the Illesheim-based 2nd Squadron,
6th Cavalry Regiment grabs a few
winks as the convoy of 11th Aviation
Regiment units stops along Highway
1, near An Nasiriyah in southern Iraq.
There were few opportunities for
soldiers to sleep during the three-day
trip from Camp Udairi, Kuwait, to 11th
Aviation's new base in central Iraq,
so they slept where and when they
could. PHOTOG NEEDED

Opposite right: Staff Sgt. Donte

Hubbard tries to straighten out a plastic water pipe after a Bradley Fighting
Vehicle crushed its ceramic covering,
Baghdad, Iraq, May 28, 2003.

Marni McEntee/Stars and Stripes
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above: Fifteen sets of helmets, rifles
dog tags and boots were placed in
front of a U.S. and Army flag as a
memorial to the 15 soldiers killed in
the shoot down of a Chinook helicopter Sunday. Hundreds of soldiers and
civilians attended the memorial service Thursday night at the Rifle Base
stadium on al-Asad Air Base, Iraq.
Jason Chudy/Stars and Stripes

right: A 101st Airborne Division

soldier cries at a memorial service for
Sgt. Ariel Rico on Tuesday at Camp
Eagle in Mosul, Iraq, December 2,
2003. Rico died Friday when mortars
hit the camp, the headquarters for
the Fort Campbell, Ky.-based division.
Rico was a gunner with Battery C, 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 320th Field
Artillery Regiment. Kendra Helmer/

Stars and Stripes

opposite: Sailors salute during a

memorial service for a former Carrier
Air Wing 5 member Thursday on the
USS Kitty Hawk, April 10, 2003.

Kendra Helmer/Stars and Stripes
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‘We
got
him’

Free in Deployed Areas

Saddam ‘caught like a rat’
in a hole by U.S. forces
Page 3

opposite top: Marines of Golf Company, 2nd Bat-

talion, 23rd Marines, run through a Special Republican Guard headquarters in Baghdad, Iraq, April 9,
2003. The Marines assaulted the compound, only
to find that enemy forces fled.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom left: Marine Maj. Ian Stone

Composite

The hole in which
American forces
found former Iraqi
leader Saddam
Hussein near his
hometown of Tikrit
is seen in this image
from video Sunday.

Capture
delights many,
not all, Iraqis
Page 5

shows that even in combat, there is time for a
lighthearted moment, March 2003.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes

opposite bottom right: A Marine from 2nd

AP photos

Troops buoyed,
still focused
on mission
Page 4

Bush: Capture
won’t end
Iraq violence
Page 6

Battalion, 23rd Marines watches for enemy movement from the cab of a seven-ton truck while
convoying north through southern Iraq, March 25,
2003. Marines are meeting pockets of guerilla and
irregular forces holed up in the small towns and
villages along major highways as they continue
their march toward Baghdad.

Mark Oliva/Stars and Stripes
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